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on the contrary, we arrive at the conviction that all
laoguages can be traced back to one common source,
we should never think of transferring the genealogies
of the Old Testament to the genealogical classification
of languages. The genealogies of the Old Testament
refer to blood, not to language, and as we know that
people, without changing their name, did frequently
change their language, it is clearly impossible that
the genealogies of the Old Testament should coincide
with the genealogical classification of languages. In
order to avoid a confusion of ideas, it would be prefer-
able to abstain altogether from using the same names
to express relationship of language which in the Bible
are used to express relationship of blood. It was usual
formerly to speak of Japhetic^ Hamitic, and Semitic
languages. The first name has now been replaced by
Aryan, the second by African; and though the third
is still retained, it has received a scientific definition
quite different from, the meaning which it would have
in the Bible. It is well to bear this in mind, in order
to prevent not only those who are for ever attacking
the Bible with arrows that cannot reach it, but like-
wise those who defend it with weapons they know not
how to wield, from disturbing in any way the quiet
progress of the science of language.

Formal BelationsMp of Iianguag'es.

Let us now look dispassionately at our problem.
The problem of the possibility of a common origin of
all languages naturally divides itself into two parts,
the material and informal. We are here concerned
with the formal part only. We have examined all